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The Battle of Waterloo 
One-off 200th Anniversary Trip

The Battle of Waterloo was fought on Sunday, 18 June 1815 near Waterloo in present-day 

Belgium, then part of the United Kingdom of the Netherlands. An Imperial French army under the 

command of Emperor Napoleon was defeated by the armies of the Seventh Coalition, comprising 

an Anglo-Allied army under the command of the Duke of Wellington combined with a Prussian 

army under the command of Gebhard von Blücher. It was the culminating battle of the Waterloo 

Campaign and Napoleon’s last. The defeat at Waterloo ended his rule as Emperor of the French, 

marking the end of his Hundred Days return from exile. 

Upon Napoleon’s return to power in 1815, many states that had opposed him formed the 

Seventh Coalition and began to mobilise armies. Two large forces under Wellington and Blücher 

assembled close to the north-eastern border of France. Napoleon chose to attack in the hope of 

destroying them before they could join in a coordinated invasion of France with other members 

of the coalition. The decisive engagement of this three-day Waterloo Campaign (16–19 June 1815) 

occurred at the Battle of Waterloo. According to Wellington, the battle was “the nearest-run 

thing you ever saw in your life.” 

This is a very special trip as we explore the battlefield 200 years after this decisive engagement, 

a battle that truly changed the course of history, was fought. We discuss all the key individuals as 

well as exploring all the areas connected with this unique piece of history - all done through the 

eyes of a former British Army Infantry officer. We have deliberately avoided the exact anniversary 

as many areas will be cordoned off and made inaccessible due to re-enactments and official 

ceremonies. At MHT we get under the surface of the story and access all areas.

Tour Prices:
3 day tour £599 per guest
(Less “The Old Contemptible” or  
“The Irregulars” Discount)

Single Rooms Supplements  
£40 per night

Deposit just £100 per person

Next Trip Dates:
June 27th - 29th 2015

What’s included:
Bed & Breakfast Accommodation

All transport from the official 
overseas start point

Accompanied for the trip duration

All Museum entrances

All Expert Talks & Guidance

Low Group Numbers

 

“I just wanted to thank you for the 

trip, it was a great experience &  

both Nicky and I enjoyed it very  

much.  Your depth of knowledge on 

the subject certainly brought the  

past alive.”
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Napoleon delayed giving battle until noon on 18 June to allow the 

ground to dry. Wellington’s army, positioned across the Brussels 

road on the Mont-Saint-Jean escarpment, withstood repeated 

attacks by the French, until, in the evening, the Prussians 

arrived in force and broke through Napoleon’s right flank. At 

that moment, Wellington’s Anglo-Allied army counter-attacked 

and drove the French army in disorder from the field. Pursuing 

coalition forces entered France and restored King Louis XVIII 

to the French throne. Napoleon abdicated, surrendered to the 

British, and was exiled to Saint Helena, where he died in 1821. 

The Waterloo Campaign was fought in an area roughly 14 x 12 

miles (23 km x 19 km).  In this compact area, four battles were 

fought – Quatre Bras, Ligny, Wavre, and Waterloo over a period 

of three days.  We will tour each battlefield and be by led by  

Lt Col Andrew Duff, Military Historian and Waterloo expert.

Day One  Guests are met by the MHT Team at Brussels station 

at 10:30. The group then travels to Waterloo by private transport 

where Andrew gives a detailed background talk on the Political 

and Military situation that led to Waterloo. We visit the Royal 

Chapel Waterloo before visiting Wellington’s Headquarters and 

museum. We then head down to the river Sambre to discuss 

Napoleon’s plan and the structure of his Army. We round off 

our first day by visiting Ligny to discuss the battle and visit 

The Gérard Museum (General Gérard conducted the assault on 

the village). We walk the village streets that were the scene of 

ferocious fighting between the combatants on the 16th June 

where Napoleon won what seemed to be a decisive victory over 

the Prussians. We visit the ruins of the Bussy Mill and the location 

where Wellington and Blücher met before retiring to our hotel.

Day Two We start our day at Quatre Bras to visit the battlefield 

where the Anglo-Dutch army fought the divisions of Marshal 

Ney to a draw. We will visit Ney’s headquarters at Frasnes-les-

Gosseliers a few kilometers south of Quatre Bras, and then 

move north to the crossroads that was such an important road 

junction. Here the Lancers defended the ground magnificently 

and the 44th Foot fought a desperate battle to hold on. The 

farmstead of Gemioncourt still stands, but the famous Bossu 

Wood has long vanished. We then journey on to Napoleon’s 

Headquarters at Le Caillou. Here in a farmhouse on the 17th of 

June 1815 Napoleon and his staff installed their headquarters and 

spent the night on the eve of the battle. The farmhouse has now 

been transformed into the Napoleon Museum. We will thoroughly 

explore the Battlefield of Waterloo, starting at the French HQ at 

La Belle Alliance, and walking the French battle line and site 

of the grand battery. Then visits to Chateaux Hougemont, La 

Haie Sainte, Placenoit, and Mont-St Jean, roughly following the 

chronology of the battle. There will also be a visit to the Lion 

Mound, constructed to commemorate the battle. It is well worth 

the climb to take in the spectacular views.

The Duke of Wellington Napoléon Bonaparte General von Blücher
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Day Three  Following defeat at the Battle of Ligny two days 

earlier, the Prussian army retreated north in some disorder, 

exposing the eastern flank of Wellington’s allied force at Quatre 

Bras, who also retreated northwards, to a defensive position at 

Waterloo. Napoleon moved the bulk of his army off in pursuit 

of Wellington, and sent Grouchy in pursuit of the retreating 

Prussians with the right wing. Grouchy was slow in taking up 

the pursuit after Ligny, which allowed Blücher to fall back largely 

unmolested to Wavre, regroup his army, and then execute a flank 

march with three of his four corps to join up with Wellington’s 

Anglo-Allied army at Waterloo. The remaining corps, Thielmann’s 

III Prussian Corps of 17,000 men and 48 guns, was left at Wavre 

as a rearguard. Much has been made about the Emperor’s lack 

of generalship at the battle of Waterloo, particularly his failure 

to control his subordinates, most notably Marshal Ney. Many 

ask why Napoleon did not put a halt to Ney’s unsupported 

cavalry attacks  - back on the battlefield we will discuss why. 

For example, a little before 16:00, Ney noted an apparent exodus 

from Wellington’s centre. He mistook the movement of casualties 

to the rear for the beginnings of a retreat, and sought to exploit 

it. We then consider the first Prussian corps to arrive, Bülow’s IV 

Corps. His objective was Plancenoit, which the Prussians intended 

to use as a springboard into the rear of the French positions. 

We discuss the Prussian arrival in detail before considering the 

Imperial Guard. Wellington’s centre had been exposed by the 

fall of La Haye Sainte, and with the Plancenoit front temporarily 

stabilised, Napoleon committed his last reserve, the hitherto-

undefeated Imperial Guard. This attack, mounted at around 

19:30, was intended to break through Wellington’s centre and 

roll up his line away from the Prussians. It is one of the most 

celebrated passages of arms in military history and we discuss 

it in detail on the very ground the action was fought over. At 

about the same time, the Prussian 5th, 14th, and 16th Brigades 

were starting to push through Plancenoit, in the third assault of 

the day. The French right, left, and centre had all now failed. The 

last cohesive French force consisted of two battalions of the Old 

Guard stationed around La Belle Alliance; the final reserve and 

personal bodyguard for Napoleon. He hoped to rally the French 

army behind them, but as retreat turned into rout, they too were 

forced to withdraw. We end our trip by discussing the aftermath 

and effect on the European Powers in the decades to come 

following this history changing battle.

As our campaign draws to a close we make our way back to 

Brussels where guests are dropped at the central station and we 

are left to reflect on what we have experienced over the last few 

memorable days.

Hougemont Farm

French re-enactors British re-enactors Waterloo memorial

1st Foot Guards and The Coldstream 
Guards struggling to close the gates 
at Hougoumont Farm French infantry advancing
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For more information on this, or any other MHT tour, or to make a booking please call us on 0845 835 0644.  

Alternatively you can email us at info@militaryhistorytours.co.uk and we will get back to you as soon as possible.

Napoleonic Tours

The trip is led by MHT’s Waterloo 

expert Lieutenant Colonel Andrew 

Duff. Andrew was commissioned 

from Sandhurst into the Royal 

Anglian Regiment. He served 

with 3 Royal Anglian (the 

successor regiment to the Essex, 

Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire 

Regiments) in UK, Germany, Cyprus, N Ireland and Belize, 

commanding companies on operational tours in Cyprus,  

N Ireland and Belize. He also carried out regimental tours of duty 

as Adjutant/Training Officer of the Bermuda Regiment and as 

Training Major of 5 Royal Anglian. As a staff officer he did tours in 

Military Operations, Intelligence and Security, Exercise Planning 

and finished his regular service as the officer responsible for the 

Arctic Warfare Training and Operations of the UK Element of the 

Allied Mobile Force.  On leaving the Regular Army he settled in 

Wiltshire and joined the Territorial Army (TA) serving with HQ 5 

Airborne Bde and then HQ 16 Air Assault Bde. Since leaving the 

TA he has been able to indulge his lifelong interest in Military 

History by becoming a Battlefield Tour Guide. His experience as 

an infantry soldier allows him to explain the Waterloo battlefield 

from the view of the protagonists and thus combine the personal, 

professional and historical stories to ring the battlefield ‘alive’.

The trip price includes all Belgian transport, 2 nights bed & 

breakfast, all museum entrances and all talks and guidance.

Lt Col Andrew Duff

The Prussian attack on Plancenoit

Charge of the Scots Greys at Waterloo
Waterloo -  
a Glorious Victory

Battle of Waterloo 1815 La bataille de Waterloo 18 juin 1815

The British Squares Receiving the 
Charge of the French Cuirassiers
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