
Military History Tours is all about the 
‘experience’. Naturally we take care of 
all local accommodation, transport and 
entrances but what sets us aside is our 
on the ground knowledge and contacts, 
established over many, many years 
that enable you to really get under the 
surface of your chosen subject matter.

By guiding guests around these historic 
locations we feel we are contributing 
greatly towards ‘keeping the spirit alive’ 
of some of the most memorable events 
in human history.

Let their sacrifice not be in vain.
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World War Two Tours

Stalag Luft III 
The Great Escape Camp

The photo above depicts the end of the famous “Harry” 
Tunnel which ran from Hut 104 into the woods, just beyond 
the pathway. The camp was the site of hundreds of escape 
attempts, some of which resulted in “Home Runs”. The camp 

today is unspoilt and with so much to see and do it leaves little 

to the imagination.

Stalag Luft III, known to many as “The Great Escape” Camp was the vast PoW Camp for Allied 

Airmen cut out of a thick forest in Upper Silesia, then in the East of Germany, now located 

in Poland. 100 miles (160 km) southeast of Berlin. The site was selected because it would be 

difficult to escape by tunneling. The camp is best known for two famous prisoner escapes that 

took place there by tunneling, which were depicted in the films The Great Escape (1963) and The 

Wooden Horse (1950), and the books by former prisoners Paul Brickhill and Eric Williams from 

which these films were adapted.

The camp was very secure. Despite being an officers-only camp, it was referred to as a Stalag 

camp rather than Oflag (Offizier Lager) as the Luftwaffe had their own nomenclature. Later camp 

expansions added compounds for non-commissioned officers. Captured Fleet Air Arm (Royal 

Navy) crew were considered to be Air Force by the Luftwaffe and no differentiation was made.  

At times non-airmen were interned.

Tour Prices:
3 day tour £399 per guest

Low Single Rooms Supplements 
£30 per night

Deposit just £100 per person

Next Trip Dates:
23-25 March 2014

What’s included:
Bed & Breakfast Accommodation

All transport from the official 
overseas start point

Accompanied for the trip duration

All Museum entrances

All Expert Talks & Guidance

Low Group Numbers

 

“I just wanted to thank you for 

the trip, it was a great experience 

& both Nicky and I enjoyed it very  

much.  Your depth of knowledge 

on the subject certainly brought 

the past alive.”
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The first compound (East Compound) of the camp was completed 

and opened on 21 March 1942. The first prisoners, or “kriegies”, as 

they called themselves (from “Kriegsgefangene”), to be housed 

at Stalag Luft III were British RAF and Fleet Air Arm officers, 

arriving in April 1942. The Centre compound was opened on  

11 April 1942, originally for British sergeants, but by the end of 1942 

replaced by Americans. The North Compound for British airmen, 

where the Great Escape occurred, opened on 29 March 1943.  

A South Compound for Americans was opened in September 1943 

and USAAF prisoners began arriving at the camp in significant 

numbers the following month and the West Compound was 

opened in July 1944 for U.S. officers. 

Each compound consisted of fifteen single story huts. Each 

10-by-12-foot (3.0 m × 3.7 m) bunkroom slept fifteen men in five 

triple deck bunks. Eventually the camp grew to approximately 60 

acres (24 ha) in size and eventually housed about 2,500 Royal Air 

Force officers, about 7,500 U.S. Army Air Forces, and about 900 

officers from other Allied air forces, for a total of 10,949 inmates, 

including some support officers.

The prison camp had a number of design features that made 

escape extremely difficult. The digging of escape tunnels, 

in particular, was discouraged by several factors. First, the 

barrackshousing the prisoners were raised approximately 60 cm 

off the ground to make it easier for guards to detect any tunneling 

activity. Second, the camp itself had been constructed on land 

that had a very sandy subsoil. The sand was bright yellow, so 

it could easily be detected if anyone dumped it on the surface 

(which consisted of grey dust), or even just had some of it on 

their clothing. In addition, the loose, collapsible sand meant 

the structural integrity of a tunnel would be very poor. A third 

defense against tunneling was the placement of seismograph 

microphones around the perimeter of the camp, which were 

expected to detect any sounds of digging just below the surface. 

One snowy night in March 1944 saw the culmination of the efforts 

of hundreds of POWs - the tunnel they had been preparing for 

many months was finally ready. That events of that night were to 

become known as “The Great Escape”: an attempt to break 200 

prisoners out in one go. As the world knows the story was one 

of ingenuity, heroism and ultimately tragedy. Fifty Allied airmen 

were murdered. On this trip we tell their story.
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The Theatre

East Compound

The ‘Cooler’

Roger Bushell ‘Big X’ Goon Box
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Day One Guests are met in Berlin by the MHT Team, either at 

09:30 at Berlin Schonefeld airport or at 11:00 at Berlin’s Central 

Hauptbahnhof Train station. From here we go into Escapee mode 

from the off as we lead the group on a short walking tour (included) 

of Third Reich Berlin taking in such sites as the Brandenburg 

Gate, the Fuhrerbunker, Goering’s Air Ministry, Himmler’s SS HQ 

location, Holocaust Memorial etc. Then we head east on the early 

afternoon train (included). The further east we go the darker the 

scenery becomes before we finally cross the modern day frontier 

into Poland where of course modern day Zagan is located. Back 

in WW2 the borders were 100 miles further east and Sagan was in 

Germany. We arrive at the impressive railway station, as so many 

of the POWs did, and little has changed since the war. After an 

initial exploration of the station we transfer to our hotel by taxi 

(included), a fairly short journey but a little too far to walk after 

a long day. After we settle into our lovely hotel – a Wehrmacht 

hospital in WW2 (indeed POWs were treated there) – guests 

are treated to a talk on Stalag Luft III before dinner. Later in the 

evening there is an opportunity for guests to accompany MHT up 

to the camp in the dead of night to pay their respects – the night 

of the 24th/25th March 2014 will be the 70th anniversary of the 

Great Escape itself.
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Memorial to ‘The Fifty’ built by the POWs themselves

RAF POW hut reconstruction ‘Harry’ tunnel exit Entrance to the train station the POWs 
failed to discover that fateful night

Sagan train station - a key target for the escapers

Beautiful accommodation for your stay
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For more information on this, or any other MHT tour, or to make a booking please call us on 0845 835 0644.  

Alternatively you can email us at info@militaryhistorytours.co.uk and we will get back to you as soon as possible.
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Original artefacts are on display as well as recreations of tunnels and ‘goon boxes’

Day Two After breakfast on guests take taxis to the camp 

(included) where they will have an opportunity to go down a 

recreation of the Harry tunnel, climb up a ‘Goon’ tower and go 

inside a POW recreated by the RAF. We then go into a wonderful 

little museum (entry included) dedicated to the POWs at Sagan 

(Napoleonic, WW1 & 2) which mainly contains exhibits from Stalag 

Luft III and Stalag VIIIC, the camp located next door. Here we 

will see lots of arteficts dug out of the POW camp ground by the 

curators of the museum – guests will have a chance to discuss 

such finds with the curators of this wonderful little museum. 

We then walk through VIIIC to Stalag Luft III South and West 

Compounds (American) before entering the North Compound, 

home of the famous ”Tom”, ”Dick” and “Harry”  tunnel, amongst 

others. We see many examples of the POW huts, the canteen, 

sick bay, “cooler”, fire pits and the theatre. Guests will be able 

to really explore the woods and have a picnic (included by virtue 

of “Operation MHT Breadroll” ) and have camp life and various 

escapes – as well as The Great Escape – explained in detail. We 

then walk from the Harry exit hole through the woods in search 

of the train station, as the escapers did, before having a detailed 

look around the station ticket hall. We then make our way along 

the railway line pathway to the small cemetery where the POWs 

built a memorial to the 50 murdered airmen. After paying our 

respects we are collected by taxi and taken back to our hotel  

late afternoon.

Day Three we travel by taxi to the train station where we 

follow the initial POW route into the camp’s East Compound, 

seeing various WW2 objects along the way (eg machine gun 

posts). In the East Compound we discuss the legendary Wooden 

Horse Escape that took place on it’s sports field before we walk 

through the Central Compound to the more leafy Kommandantur 

area. MHT’s Nick Jackson is a well respected archaeologist 

and in the Kommandatur area he will explain to guests how to 

approach such terrain as if it were an archaeological dig, always 

fascinating.  Mid afternoon we leave Sagan and return to the 

Berlin arriving early evening ready for guests to make their way 

back to the airport if they are flying back that evening or their 

hotels if they are staying over.
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