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What’s included:

Hotel Bed & Breakfast

All transport from the official 
overseas start point

Accompanied for the trip duration

All Museum entrances

All Expert Talks & Guidance

Low Group Numbers

 

“Thank you for a great visit. 

Steve and I really enjoyed it. 

We’ll be happy to recommend 

your trips there – you certainly 

know your stuff and I’m very 

glad we found you.”

 

Operation Chariot:  
The St Nazaire Raid

The St Nazaire Raid, or Operation Chariot, was a successful British amphibious attack on the 

heavily defended Normandie dry dock at St Nazaire in German-occupied France during the 

Second World War. The operation was undertaken by the Royal Navy and British Commandos 

under the auspices of Combined Operations Headquarters on 28 March 1942. St Nazaire was 

targeted because the loss of its dry dock would force any large German warship in need of 

repairs, such as the Tirpitz, to return to home waters rather than having a safe haven available 

on the Atlantic coast.

The obsolete destroyer HMS Campbeltown, accompanied by 18 smaller craft, crossed the English 

Channel to the Atlantic coast of France and was rammed into the Normandie dock gates. The 

ship had been packed with delayed-action explosives, well hidden within a steel and concrete 

case, that detonated later that day, putting the dock out of service for the remainder of the 

war and up to ten years after. A force of commandos landed to destroy machinery and other 

structures. Heavy German gunfire sank, set ablaze or immobilised all the small craft intended to 

transport the commandos back to England; the commandos had to fight their way out through 

the town to try to escape overland. They were forced to surrender when their ammunition was 

expended and they were surrounded.

After the raid 228 men of the force of 622 returned to Britain; 169 were killed and 215 became 

prisoners of war. German casualties were over 360 dead, mostly killed after the raid when 

Campbeltown exploded. To recognise their bravery, 89 decorations were awarded to members 

of the raiding party, including five Victoria Crosses. After the war St Nazaire was one of 38  

battle honours awarded to the Commandos; the operation has since become known as  

The Greatest Raid of All.

Military History Tours is all about  
the ‘experience’. Naturally we take 
care of all local accommodation, 
transport and entrances but what  
sets us aside is our on the ground  
knowledge and contacts, established 
over many, many years that enable 
you to really get under the surface of 
your chosen subject matter.

By guiding guests around these 
historic locations we feel we are 
contributing greatly towards ‘keeping 
the spirit alive’ of some of the most 
memorable events in human history.

Let their sacrifice not be in vain.

http://www.militaryhistorytours.co.uk


Day One:  
Guests assemble at Nantes airport where they are met by MHT’s 

St. Nazaire expert, Paul Oldfield. Here we discuss the Operation’s 

planning, preparations and training. We travel to the Pointe de 

l’Eve battery where we discuss the tragic and little known story 

of the ‘Lancastria’, before we look at German defences on the 

Loire estuary. We stay overnight in St Nazaire.

Day Two:
We start our day at the Mindin Point battery. We look at the Old 

Entrance and cover the final run in and the ‘Campbeltown’. We 

look at the Normandy Dock and discuss the demolitions and the 

Commando actions ashore. We then go to the Old Mole and cover 

the withdrawal of motor launches. We move to the Old Town 

for the end of the land battle, the breakout and the escapers.  

We stay overnight in St Nazaire. 

Day Three:
Our last day begins with the detonation of the ‘Campbeltown’ 

and the aftermath. We discuss the wounded and prisoners at  

La Baule and visit the Escoublac-La-Baule War Cemetery. We end 

our tour at the U-boat pens before making our way to Nantes 

airport for our journey home.
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‘Campbeltown’ by Ross Watton

Cross of Sacrifice

Escoublac-La-Baule War Cemetery

Operation Chariot Bridge Loch gate old entrance
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For more information on this, or any other MHT tour, or to make a booking please call us on 0845 835 0644.  

Alternatively you can email us at info@militaryhistorytours.co.uk and we will get back to you as soon as possible.

World War Two Tours

MHT’s expert Team member is Paul 

Oldfield, pictured above. In a military 

career spanning 36 years, Paul 

served in most of the usual hotspots, 

including three years in Ulster, plus 

the Balkans, Sierra Leone, Afghanistan 

and Iraq. Other appointments include 

running the MOD’s Africa team for three years and commanding 

a mountain and arctic warfare unit. He has also served with  

the Gurkhas.

Paul was educated in Sheffield and at Victoria College in Jersey, 

where he became interested in the German fortifications. Being 

of the post-war generation he had plenty of relatives with 

military experience, which, combined with those excellent war  

films of the 1940-60s, provided the initial spark of interest in all 

things military. 

Paul has been guiding for 22 years and is a published author, 

including ‘Cockleshell Raid’ in the Pen & Sword’s Battleground 

Europe series which was published in November 2012 and 

‘Bruneval’ followed in January 2013. Retirement from the Army in 

March 2011 gave him more time to devote to battlefield studies 

which, with his military experience, he is able to bring a soldier’s 

insight to battlefields past. For MHT Paul conducts Cockleshell 

Heroes, Dieppe, Bruneval and St Nazaire raids.
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