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World War Two Tours

Operation Valkyrie 

Operation Valkyrie (German: Operation Walküre) was an order for the Territorial Reserve  

Army of Germany to execute and implement in case of a general breakdown in civil order of 

the nation. Failure of the government to maintain control of civil affairs could be caused by the  

Allied bombing of German cities, or a rising of millions of foreign forced laborers working in 

German factories.

German Army (Heer) officers General Friedrich Olbricht, Major General Henning von Tresckow, 

and Colonel Claus von Stauffenberg modified the plan with the intention of using it to take 

control of German cities, disarm the SS, and arrest the Nazi leadership once Hitler had been 

assassinated in the July 20 Plot. Hitler’s death (as opposed to his arrest) was required to free 

German soldiers from their oath of loyalty to him (Reichswehreid). After lengthy preparation,  

the plot was carried out in 1944, but failed. 

On this trip we visit both East Prussia and Berlin. We travel to an isolated region of modern 

day Poland to visit Hitler’s Wolfs Lair where we explore the vast compound in great detail. We 

trace the Bomb Plot story as it unfolded both at the Lair where the Bomb was planted and 

subsequently back in Berlin. We visit all the key locations and discuss all the characters involved 

in this audacious attempt to assassinate Hitler and alter the course of the war. 

What’s included:
Hotel Bed & Breakfast  
Accommodation

All transport from the official 
overseas start point

Accompanied for the trip 
duration

All Museum entrances

All Expert Talks & Guidance

Low Group Numbers

 

“I just wanted to thank you 
for the trip, it was a great 
experience & both Nicky and 
I enjoyed it very much.  Your 
depth of knowledge on the 
subject certainly brought the 
past alive.”

 

Military History Tours is all about  
the ‘experience’. Naturally we take 
care of all local accommodation, 
transport and entrances but what  
sets us aside is our on the ground  
knowledge and contacts, established 
over many, many years that enable 
you to really get under the surface of 
your chosen subject matter.

By guiding guests around these 
historic locations we feel we are 
contributing greatly towards ‘keeping 
the spirit alive’ of some of the most 
memorable events in human history.

Let their sacrifice not be in vain.
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In essence, the plan was to trick the Reserve Army into the 

seizure and removal of the civilian government of wartime 

Germany under the false pretense that the SS had attempted 

a coup d’état that included the assassination of Adolf Hitler. 

The key requirement was that the rank-and-file soldiers and 

junior officers who were supposed to execute this plan would 

be motivated to do so based upon their false belief that it was 

the Nazi civilian leadership who had behaved with disloyalty 

and treason against the state, and were therefore required to 

be removed. The conspirators counted on the soldiers to obey 

their orders as long as they came from the legitimate channel 

— namely, the Reserve Army high command in the emergency 

situation following Hitler’s death. Apart from Hitler, only General 

Friedrich Fromm, commander of the Reserve Army, could put 

Operation Valkyrie into effect. Therefore, Fromm had to either 

be won over to the conspiracy, or in some way neutralized for 

the plan to succeed. Fromm, like many senior officers, knew in 

general about the military conspiracies against Hitler, but neither 

supported them nor reported them to the Gestapo.

The key role was played by Colonel Claus Schenk Graf von 

Stauffenberg in actual implementation after his assassination 

attempt on Hitler on July 20, 1944. Stauffenberg also further 

improved the Valkyrie plan and made changes to address 

changing situations. Stauffenberg’s position as Chief of Staff 

of Reserve Army gave him access to Hitler for reports and 

at the same time required his presence at headquarters for 

implementation of Valkyrie. At first, Tresckow and Stauffenberg 

sought out other officers with access to Hitler who could carry out 

the assassination. General Helmuth Stieff, Chief of Organization 

in Army High Command, volunteered to be the assassin but later 

backed away. Tresckow attempted several times to be assigned 

to Hitler’s headquarters without success. Finally, Stauffenberg 

decided to carry out both the assassination attempt and the 

Valkyrie operation, which greatly reduced the chance of success. 

After two abortive attempts, Stauffenberg placed the bomb on 

July 20 at the Wolf’s Lair and hurried back to Berlin to assume 

his pivotal role.

World War Two Tours

Claus von Stauffenberg
von Stuffenberg with co-conspirator 
Lt.-General Friedrich Olbricht Hitler with von Stauffenberg (left) and Keitel (right)
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Day One guests are met by the MHT Team either at Warsaw 

Chopin airport circa 09:00 – or slightly later at Warsaw Modlin 

airport. The group then travels by private mini bus up to the town 

formerly known as Rastenburg, arriving early to mid afternoon. 

The Wolf’s Lair was deliberately located in this very isolated 

position and it is not easy to reach. We then check into our 

accommodation, a villa on a lake on the outskirts of the camp. 

We then take a short walk to familiarise ourselves with the area. 

In the evening we dine at the lakeside villa rumoured to have 

been readied for Eva Braun, though she never actually stayed 

there. We have a talk to explain the history and structure of the 

camp before breaking for our meal. At night, for those that want 

it, there is a walk in the woods to get guests in the spirit of things, 

though hopefully avoiding the wild wolves that roam at night!

Day Two sees us take in the perimeter defences before 

approaching via the railway line to the camp itself (entrance 

included). We spend the day taking in the structures and history 

of the development of this large camp facility from which Hitler 

ran most of his war campaign. We then drive to the nearby OKH 

Mauerwald camp to see some fine examples of such bunkers still 

in excellent condition.

Day Three we cover the story of von Stauffenberg and the 

German resistance movements. We follow the time line of that 

July day in detail before leaving for the airfield that Stauffenberg 

took to fly back to Berlin to continue his attempted takeover. 

Incidentally this airfield was the location of Todt’s fateful air 

crash. We then return to Warsaw by private transport for an 

overnight stay before catching the early direct train to Berlin the 

following morning.

Day Four we spend in Berlin following the Operation Valkyrie 

story. We visit the von Stauffenberg’s house in Wannsee  and 

other key sites before ending the day at Fromm’s office in the 

Bendlerblock at the point where the plot starts to go terribly 

wrong.
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Hitler visits the wounded Fromm’s office at the Bendlerblock

The trial of Berthold Schenk Graf von Stauffenberg, Claus’s brother
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For more information on this, or any other MHT tour, or to make a booking please call us on 0845 835 0644.  

Alternatively you can email us at info@militaryhistorytours.co.uk and we will get back to you as soon as possible.

World War Two Tours

Day Five we start where we left off at the Bendlerblock and 

visit von Stauffenberg’s execution spot, the Resistors Museum 

and the cemetery where he was initially buried. We then discuss 

the post plot inquisition and reprisals. We visit the Court house 

where Freisler held his pro Nazi Kangaroo Court trials where 

the accused were humiliated before being executed, often by 

guillotine or hung on meat hooks. We have lunch in the cells of 

the courthouse before making our way to Plotzensee Prison, 

scene of many of these executions. 

This location is a fitting end to our trip as we visit the execution 

room itself where guests have time to ponder and pay homage to 

all those Germans and others who fought against Hitler and the 

Nazis as next door there is a fine small memorial and museum to 

those caught and executed. 

We then travel back into the centre of the city (all Berlin transport 

being included) for the chance to take in a few central Berlin sites 

before either staying on in Berlin or catching the train/bus to the 

airport for evening flights, after what will no doubt have been a 

once in a lifetime trip. 

The trip price includes private transport from Warsaw Chopin or 

Modlin airports to the Wolf’s Lair, the camp to the airfield, the 

camp to Mauerwald OKH and back to Warsaw then from Warsaw 

by direct train to Berlin. It includes two nights accommodation 

and breakfast at the Wolf’s Lair (a hotel on the nearby lake), one 

night accommodation and breakfast in Warsaw and one night’s 

accommodation and breakfast in Berlin. The price also includes 

2 days entrance to the Wolf’s Lair, Mauerwald entrance and all 

Berlin Museum entrances, all Berlin transport and of course all 

talks and guidance.

The Bendlerblock courtyard, execution location

Memorial at Wolfs Lair

Stauffenberg’s death certificate


