World War Two Tours

Operation Reinhard:
Death Camps
What’s included:
Hotel Bed & Breakfast
All transport from the official
overseas start point
Accompanied for the trip duration
All Museum entrances
All Expert Talks & Guidance
Low Group Numbers

“Amazing time, one of those
‘once in a life time trips’. WelI
organised, very interesting
and thoroughly enjoyable.
I would recommend the trip
to any enthusiast.”
Operation Reinhard (German: Aktion Reinhard or Einsatz Reinhard) was the code name given to
the Nazi plan to murder Polish Jews in the General Government, and marked the most deadly
phase of the Holocaust, the use of extermination camps. During the operation, as many as two
million people were murdered in Bełżec, Sobibor and Treblinka, almost all of whom were Jews.
By 1942, the Nazis had decided to undertake the Final Solution.
This led to the establishment of camps such as Bełżec,
Sobibor and Treblinka which had the express purpose of killing
thousands of people quickly and efficiently. These sites differed

killing factories. The organizational apparatus behind the

By guiding guests around these
historic locations we feel we are
contributing greatly towards ‘keeping
the spirit alive’ of some of the most
memorable events in human history.

extermination program was developed during Aktion T4 when

Let their sacrifice not be in vain.

from those such as Auschwitz-Birkenau and Majdanek because
they also operated as forced-labour camps, these were purely

Christian Wirth

Military History Tours is all about
the ‘experience’. Naturally we take
care of all local accommodation,
transport and entrances but what
sets us aside is our on the ground
knowledge and contacts, established
over many, many years that enable
you to really get under the surface of
your chosen subject matter.

more than 70,000 German handicapped men, women and
children were murdered between 1939 and 1941. The SS officers
responsible for Aktion T4, such as Christian Wirth, Franz Stangl,
and Irmfried Eberl, were all given key roles in establishing the
death camps, overseen by Odilo Goblocnic.
All these camps had nearly identical designs. After the victims
had passed through the reception area, with ramp and
undressing barracks, they entered a narrow, camouflaged

Odilo Globocnic

path (called tube) that led to the extermination area, with gas
chambers, pits and cremation grids.
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Treblinka - railway sleepers
approach the camp

Treblinka - the short distance from
the train to the gas chambers

Treblinka - monuments to
devastated communities

The SS guards and Ukrainian Trawnikis lived in a separate

At the same time, to cover up the mass murder of more than two

area. Wooden watchtowers and barbed-wire fences, partially

million people in Poland during Operation Reinhard, the Nazis

camouflaged with pine branches, surrounded these camps.

implemented the secret Sonderaktion 1005, also called Aktion

Unlike the camps such as Dachau or Auschwitz, no electric

1005 or Enterdungsaktion (“exhumation action”). The operation,

fences were used, as camp inmate numbers remained relatively

which began in 1942 and continued until the end of 1943, was

low. Only a small number of Sonderkommando were used to

designed to remove all traces that mass murder had been carried

assist arriving transport, for clearing away bodies, or for seizing

out. Leichenkommando (“corpse units”) were created from camp

property and valuables from dead victims. Periodically these

prisoners to exhume mass graves and cremate the buried

groups would also be killed and replaced to remove any potential

bodies, using giant grills made from wood and railway tracks.

witnesses to the mass murder. During Operation Reinhard,

Afterwards, bone fragments were ground up in special milling

Odilo Globocnik oversaw the systematic killing of more than 1.5

machines and all remains were then re-buried in freshly dug pits.

million Jews and non-Jews from Poland, and also Czechoslovakia,

The Aktion was overseen by squads from the SD and Orpo.

France, the Reich (Germany and Austria), the Netherlands and
the Soviet Union.

This is the most definitive tour of its kind. We visit all the
Operation Reinhard Extermination Camps: Treblinka, Sobibor

Operation Reinhard ended in November 1943. Most of the staff

& Belzec. We visit the Trawniki Ukrainian Guard Training Camp

and guards were then sent to northern Italy for further Aktion

as well as Majdanek Concentration Camp. Finally we round the

against Jews and local partisans. Globocnik went to the San

trip off by visiting the key SS locations at Aktion Reinhard power

Sabba concentration camp, where he supervised the detention,

base: Lublin.

torture and killing of political prisoners.

Treblinka Documentation Centre
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Sobibor Kommandants house

Sobibor gas chamber memorials

Sobibor memorial

Sobibor burial pit memorial

Sobibor path to the gas chambers

Sobibor railway station beside the camp

Day One Guests are met at Warsaw Chopin airport at 09:00
by the MHT Team. The group then travels by private mini bus
100km to the north east of Warsaw, taking about 90 minutes,
to visit our first location, Treblinka, arriving around 11:45. The
route to Treblinka starts with the crossing of the river Vistula,
then northeast towards Bialystok, the only large town in the
Bialystok province, which is the most remote northeast corner
of Poland. It is in the Bialystok province that bison still roam, and
one can see the last remaining primeval forest and wetlands on
the European continent. This area could truly be called the “Wild
East” of Poland.

The vast Belzec memorial

Belzec entrance
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Trawniki local historians

Trawniki camp

Majdanek on the outskirts of Lublin

Majdanek guard uniforms

Majdanek concentration camp entrance

Majdanek cremation chambers

Treblinka is near the Bug River which, during World War II, formed
the border between the Nazi occupied General Government of
Poland and the zone occupied by the Russians from September
1939 until the German invasion of Russia in June 1941.
The Treblinka camp got its name from the tiny village of
Treblinka, the closest town to Malkinia railway junction, from
where trains, carrying thousands of Jews crammed into freight
cars, were shunted onto a sidetrack which the Nazis extended
to the extermination camp. We will spend some time here before
continuing on to the camp where we have plenty of time on site
to explain the structure and layout of the camp, as well as an

Majdanek gas chambers

overview of Operation Reinhard and what part the camp played.
We visit each area of the camp, the documentation centre and
see all the memorials before leaving site at 15:30 to make our
way down to Sobibor. On the way we stop at a nearby town
where we visit a Synagogue that houses also an exhibition on
the recent archaeological dig at Sobibor.
We then arrive at our hotel at approximately 18:30 in time for a
wash and brush up and dinner. Our spa hotel is on a stunning
lakeside setting on the Belarus/Ukranian/Polish border.
Majdanek inmate uniforms

Email info@militaryhistorytours.co.uk
Web www.militaryhistorytours.co.uk

Phone 0845 835 0644
Mobile 07899 083611

For the latest news and tour information follow @MilitaryHistory

World War Two Tours

House of Odilo Globocnik, Lublin

House of Christian Wirth, Lublin

Day Two we are in a perfect position to make an early start and

Day Three after breakfast we visit Trawniki and gain privileged

be on site at Sobibor by 09:00 (only a 10 minute drive away).

access to the Forced Labour Camp that also had a section that

Sobibor, a village in a thinly populated region on the Chelm-

housed and trained the Death Camp Ukrainian Guards – hence

Wlodawa railroad line, was chosen by the Central Building

they became known as “Trawnikis”. Today a local Association is

Administration (SS-Zenttalbauverwaltung) in Lublin as a suitable

fighting to preserve the memory of what happened in their small

locality for an additional extermination camp. The camp extended

village in terms of the labour camp and it’s liquidation through

westward from the Sobibor railroad station, along the railroad

Operation Harvest Festival (they were all shot).

track, and was surrounded by a thin coniferous wood. Near the
railroad station buildings a siding led into the camp where the

We then travel the short distance to the outskirts of Lublin where

deportation trains were unloaded. We have plenty of time to

we visit Majdanek Concentration Camp. Here we have time to

explore the railway line areas, the former Kommandant’s house,

explore the camp: the prisoner huts, the changing rooms, the gas

the documentation centre, all the compounds of the camp, the

chambers, We end the tour of the camp by visiting the memorial

path to the gas chambers, the burial pit area, the cremation area

on the site of the shooting grounds of Operation Harvest Festival

and all the memorials.

– where the SS tried in vain to remove all traces of their atrocities
by murdering the witnesses. We then drive into Lublin and after

Late morning we drive to Belzec and on the way stop for lunch in

lunch we have a walking tour of the Reinhard HQ locations before

the old town of Zamosc.

setting off for Warsaw Airport and our return flights to the UK.

After lunch we make the short journey to Belzec. The first and
smallest in size of all the extermination camps – it is possible to
stand at the entrance and see the entire layout of the camp yet
in this small are circa 500,000 people were murdered in a mater
of months. We visit the Documentation Centre then wander the
camp and memorial before visting the Kommandant’s house
and the train station. Finally our day ends at a nearby spa hotel
in local town, made famous by a battle in the German invasion
of Poland.
MHT explains SS Lublin

For more information on this, or any other MHT tour, or to make a booking please call us on 0845 835 0644.
Alternatively you can email us at info@militaryhistorytours.co.uk and we will get back to you as soon as possible.
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