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Operation Musketoon: 
Norway 

Operation Musketoon was the codeword for an Anglo-Norwegian Commando raid in the Second 

World War. The operation was mounted against the German-held Glomfjord Hydro Electric Power 

Station, pictured above, in Norway between 11–21 September 1942.

The men selected for Operation Musketoon were two officers and eight men from No. 2 

Commando and two Norwegian corporals from the Norwegian Independent Company 1, part 

of the Special Operations Executive. The raid was commanded by Captain Graeme Black, from 

Ontario in Canada. The second in command was Captain Joseph Houghton. The other men 

from No. 2 Commando were: Company Sergeant Major Miller Smith, Lance Sergeant Richard 

O’Brien, Lance Bombardier William Chudley and privates John Fairclough, Cyril Abram, Eric Curtis, 

Reginald Makeham and Fred Trigg. The two Norwegian corporals were Erling Djupdraet and 

Sverre Granlund. For a fortnight before leaving for Norway, the team had been training on a large 

country estate in Scotland. 

During the planning stage the commandos were supposed to be picked up after the raid, by a 

Short Sunderland flying boat. This was cancelled before they left, due to risks to the aircraft. 

Instead they would head for neutral Sweden. To assist in this, each man was issued with special 

equipment, which included a silk map of Norway and Sweden, a rice paper map of Russia and 

Norwegian Kronernotes. They also carried two compasses (one sewn into each collar tab), a 

hacksaw blade, a fighting knife and a Colt pistol. The only other small arm taken was a suppressed 

Sten gun, carried by Captain Houghton.

What’s included:
Hotel Bed & Breakfast

All transport from the official 
overseas start point

Accompanied for the trip duration

All Museum entrances

All Expert Talks & Guidance

Low Group Numbers

 

“MHT enabled me to visit the remote 
Norwegian location where my cousin 
successfully carried out his assigned 
mission. I am glad this little known 
raid is finally achieving the respect it 
deserves and I was very pleased with 
how it was portrayed. I never thought 
this would be possible and the whole 
experience has been one I shall never 
forget, thank you MHT”

 

World War Two Tours

Military History Tours is all about  
the ‘experience’. Naturally we take 
care of all local accommodation, 
transport and entrances but what  
sets us aside is our on the ground  
knowledge and contacts, established 
over many, many years that enable 
you to really get under the surface of 
your chosen subject matter.

By guiding guests around these 
historic locations we feel we are 
contributing greatly towards ‘keeping 
the spirit alive’ of some of the most 
memorable events in human history.

Let their sacrifice not be in vain.

http://www.militaryhistorytours.co.uk


Phone  0845 835 0644
Mobile  07899 083611

Email  info@militaryhistorytours.co.uk
Web  www.militaryhistorytours.co.uk For the latest news and tour information follow @MilitaryHistory

Crossing the North Sea by Free French submarine and then by 

dinghy, on arrival in Norway they successfully attacked and 

sufficiently damaged the Power Plant which served a local 

Alulminium Smelting Plant in Glomfjord; it remained inoperative 

for the remainder of the war and the smelting plant was moved 

by the Germans to Bodo.

To evade German search parties, the commandos split into two 

groups. One group of four men safely reached Sweden and were 

eventually repatriated back to the United Kingdom. The second 

group were captured; one man died of his wounds and the other 

seven were taken to Germany, interrogated and then executed at 

Sachsenhausen concentration camp. 

Capt Joseph Houghton MC

Pte Eric Curtis

Pte Frederick Trigg MM

Capt Graeme Black DSO MC

Pte Reginald Makeham

Cpl Sverre Granlund DCM

CSM ‘Dusty’ Miller Smith

Rfmn Cyril Abram

LSgt Richard O’Brien DCM MM

LBdr William Chudley

Cpl Erling Djupdraet

Cpl John Fairclough MM
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Free French Submarine, ‘Junon’ The target
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Day One the MHT Team meets guests at Bodo airport in 

Norway. Guests typically fly on the breakfast time flight from 

Gatwick with Norwegian Airlines to Bodo via Oslo, arriving c15:00 

(alternatively fly to Oslo separately then share the same flight 

up to Bodo). We then drive from Bodo back down the stunning 

coastal road to Glomfjord by private transport, arriving late 

afternoon. It is an incredibly beautiful drive and guests will really 

appreciate this stunning setting. After checking in to our hotel we 

meet for a pre-dinner Operation Musketoon briefing. After dinner 

there is an opportunity to go for a little walk at night to see the 

area of the Aluminium smelting factory which was supplied with 

electricity by the Commandos target.

Submarine disembarkation point

Jetty where reinforcements landed

Dinghy beaching point, with photo of original dinghy

Aluminium plant in the distance Memorial with Commando relative

Primary Target: The Generator Hall Secondary Target: The Pipes

Explosives laid on the pipes at the very top

The Black Glacier

World War Two Tours



Phone  0845 835 0644
Mobile  07899 083611

Email  info@militaryhistorytours.co.uk
Web  www.militaryhistorytours.co.uk For the latest news and tour information follow @MilitaryHistory

Day Two we drive to the area the Commandos disembarked 

from their submarine for a dinghy. We follow the route of the 

dinghy to the point where they came ashore. If guests wish to they 

can make their way right down to the waters edge where they 

beached and hid the craft. From here we see the Black Glacier, 

the formidable obstacle that lay between the Commandos and 

their target. Instead of climbing over it we drive round it and 

admire the breathtaking views and arrive at the target area, 

the Hydro Electrical Power Station. After lunch we take in the 

key features of the landscape in which the Power Station is set 

including observing the location from which the Commandos 

camped and carried out their reconnaisance of their target. We 

have an opportunity to explore the area in great detail including 

gaining access inside the power plant so see the turbines and 

generators that were blown. 

We go inside the control room and see where the guards and 

workers were positioned at the outbreak of the raid plus the 

tuunel area through which the Germans raised the alarm. 

Our special thanks must go out to the owners of the Power 

Station who are incredibly helpful and completely appreciate 

what the Commandos did, indeed so too are all the locals, young 

and old. We will also so  the memorial to the raid located just 

outside the building and there will be an opportunity to lay a 

wreath. Late afternoon we make our way back to our hotel. After 

dinner, when it is dark, we will again make our way back to the 

Power Station so guests will get to appreciated what it is like to 

be around the neighbourhood at night – as much is still the same 

as it was on the raid.
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Control room overlooking the large  
Generator & Turbine hall

Original German machinery

Commandos stood on guard this end Djupdraet finds the guard here Germans raised the alarm via tunnel 
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Day Three we move up beyond the Power Station to the 

mountain lake behind where the Commandos retreated after 

the explosions. Pursued by the Germans they made their way up 

towards the mountains but struggled to find the rope bridge over 

the mountain stream that led to the steps up the mountain side 

and the route to Sweden. Instead they were forced to ask locals in 

a nearby hut and here some of the Commandos were discovered 

by the Germans and a fatal fight ensued. The remainer split 

into two parties which in turn were to break down in to smaller 

groups. One party successfully managed to escape to Sweden 

then the UK. The other ended up in a firefight up on the mountain 

and were eventually captured. Held locally, then transferred to 

Germany, their fate was very different. Such outrage was caused 

by their success that Hitler issued the infamous ‘Commando 

Order’ that saw them transferred from Colditz Castle up to Berlin 

where, after interrogation, they were executed at Sachsenhausen 

Concentration Camp by being shot in the back of the neck.  We 

discuss the outcome of both parties in great detail before making 

our way back to Bodo and our flights home.

Commandos escaped up the wooden stairs to the side of the pipes The elusive rope bridge behind the lake

Wooden steps over the mountain lay beyond the rope bridge
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Sweden lay in the distance, Commando caught to the right
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For more information on this, or any other MHT tour, or to make a booking please call us on 0845 835 0644.  

Alternatively you can email us at info@militaryhistorytours.co.uk and we will get back to you as soon as possible.

On the way we will stop off at a stunning little memorial to one of 

the Norwegian Musketoon survivors who was killed on a mission 

just a few months later when he and other agents and crew of a 

submarine were all lost when they hit a mine.

MHT believes that this little known story is an excellent example 

of the odds Commandos faced and the sacrifices that were made 

during the war and would encourage all to visit this fascinating 

part of the world.

There is the possibility to extend this trip on to Colditz and 

Sachsenhausen, please ask for details.

Colditz Castle Solitary confinement cells
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Sachsenhausen memorialSachsenhausen entrance Captain Houghton at Colditz

Memorial to all those lost on Operation Seagul 
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